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Climate change and the policies of energy production and consumption 
are two of the most significant challenges of the 21st century. At the 
end of the last century, the European Union wanted to spearhead a 
process that would make it possible to reduce global warming and 
promote the use of renewable energies.

Since then, despite the fact that competence in the fields of environment 
and energy are shared between the European Union and its Member 
States, the former has progressively acquired more competences, in the 
understanding that joint European action is vital for the future of Europe.

More nuclear energy or more renewable energy; more or less 
alternative means of transport; more or less urban planning control; 
traditional or low-consumption light bulbs: these are questions on 
which the European Union has to make decisions. Crucial in this 
process are the opinions of institutions, but also those of national 
governments, companies and civil society, since these will influence 
the type of legislation and policies approved on the European level.

Learning to act on the European level and managing to influence the 
decisions made by institutions is a complex process requiring good 
knowledge of how the EU and its institutions operate.

The main purpose of this guide is to strengthen the knowledge of NGOs 
regarding how to influence the energy and environment policies of the EU, 
thus complementing the guides, “Keys for acting in the EU and engaging 
with European Institutions” and “Strategies for Strengthening the 
Participation and Influence of European Union Social Action NGOs”.

This is a tool that gives information on the origins and development of 
the environment and energy policies of the EU and its competences. 
Lastly, it describes practical examples of what an NGO could do to 
influence these policies.
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A great part of current debates about environment and energy topics 
in the EU find their origins at the start of the 70s. The history of 
the common environmental policy is directly related to the six EU 
Environment Action Programmes.

THE FIRST TWO EAPs

The European Union began to develop a European environmental policy 
immediately after the first United Nations Conference on the Human 
Environment in Stockholm that took place in 1972. The decision of the 
European Council to develop a common environmental policy materiali-
sed in November 1973 with the first EAP, an ambitious document already 
developing many elements of the current concept of “Sustainable Deve-
lopment”. It argued that economic development, prosperity and environ-
mental protection are interdependent.

What are the 
origins of the 
energy and 
environment 
policies in the EU?

1. 

What are Environment Action Programmes (EAPs)?

These are medium-term strategic political programmes and documents 
reflecting the fundamental elements of the environmental thought and 
strategic orientation of EU institutions. Despite the fact that they contain 
lists of planned activities, they do not form part of the mandatory legal 
instruments of the EU. Their implementation depends on the Member 
States’ levels of commitment.
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Its main objectives were:

•	Prevention and reduction of environmental destruction.

•	Preservation of environmental balance.

•	Rational use of natural resources.

These objectives were developed with an optimistic spirit that found itself 
frustrated by the difficulty involved in measuring ecological damage and 
executing common environmental policies during the second decade. The 
initial enthusiasm of the 70s decreased considerably during the periods 
of economic recession (1975–1978; 1981–1983). 

The Second EAP (1977–1981) focused on the application of quality 
measures to air and drinking water, but did not develop new objectives 
or approaches.

THE THIRD AND FOURTH EAPs

The Third (1982–1986) and Fourth (1987–1992) EAPs reflected a 
substantial change in the environmental approach of the EU directly 
related to the development of the Common Market:

•	Environmental standards had to be harmonised to prevent distortions in 
the competitivity of national industries. 

•	The regulation and control of products also had to be harmonised to 
prevent trade barriers caused by standards that differed from country 
to country.

•	The quality approach was replaced by an emissions approach (“clean 
air” policies), whereby restrictions to gas emissions as well as the 
control of waste production were proposed.

The Fourth EAP is usually considered the key document in developing 
an integrated EU environmental policy:

•	In 1987, environmental protection was included as a chapter in the 
EU Treaty. 

•	It defended the harmonisation of environmental policies on the highest 
decision-making levels. 

THE FIFTH EAP

The growth of ecological movements and Green Parties in the EU 
countries during the second half of the 80s along with the appearance 
of the debate on global warming caused the EU to take a position of 
international leadership in the fight against the environmental risks 
affecting the entire planet. 

It was in this context that the Fifth EAP (1992-2000) was adopted, the 
fundamental principle of which was based on sustainable development, 
with a philosophy of ecological structural change:

•	New policies centred on elements such public transport, energy 
efficiency and waste prevention.
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•	New market-oriented instruments, such as for example tax 
incentives to motivate producers and consumers to be more respectful 
of the environment and to use resources more rationally.

•	A new approach to social dialogue: a greater role for NGOs and 
regional/local authorities in the development of innovative concepts, 
public awareness-raising and the execution of EU directives.

•	The Commission made proposals to apply economic measures 
(excise duties on greenhouse gases). 

•	Medium and long-term objectives were specified for the reduction 
of some contaminants.

These ambitious initiatives were confronted by a considerable resistance 
on the part of Member States as well as many business interests, who 
considered that the common environmental policy obstructed national 
economic growth, since it reduced the competitiveness of industry and 
restricted the creation of jobs. The economic crisis of 1990-1995 and 
the difficulties associated to the ratification of the Maastricht Treaty 
(1992) slowed down implementation of the Fifth EAP.

THE SIXTH EAP

The Sixth EAP (2002-2012) comes with a resurgence of the principle of 
sustainable development with:

4 PRIORITY AREAS

•	Climate change.

•	Nature and biodiversity.

•	Environment and health.

•	Natural resources and waste.

7 THEMATIC STRATEGIES

•	Air.

•	Waste prevention and recycling.

•	Marine environment.

•	Land.

•	Pesticides.

•	Natural resources.

•	Urban environment.

STRATEGIC INSTRUMENTS

•	Development of a common environmental legislation and its effective 
implementation.

•	Integration of environmental protection standards into other EU policies.

•	Promotion of sustainable production and consumption models, improving 
the collaboration with companies, and information for consumers, 
companies and public entities regarding the environmental impact of 
specific activities and products.
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What is the latest EU initiative to act and combat climate change?

In December 2008, the EU adopted an integrated policy of climate 
change and energy called 20/20/20.

Objectives
•	to reduce hothouse gas emissions by 20% (30% if an international 

agreement is reached).
•	to reduce energy consumption by 20%, improving energy 

performance.
•	to manage to meet 20% of our energy needs using renewable 

energies.

This policy specifies that, in order to achieve a more widespread use 
of renewable energy sources, 10% of the fuel for all forms of transport 
will have to come from biofuels, electricity or hydrogen by 2020. 

The Europe 2020 strategy does not formulate new objectives in the 
fight against climate change, but reminds us that the 20/20/20 
commitments must be met.

What is the role of the EU Member States in this policy?

Member States are obliged to set targets for national action that 
agree with these measures in order to increase energy security in the 
EU and transform it into a low carbon consumption economy. If they 
do not meet these targets, they may be sanctioned.

Why European measures?

The EU is working for all States to sign an international agreement 
to reduce hothouse emissions. The energy question, directly related to 
environmental protection and the fight against climate change, has 
begun to form part of the external initiatives of the EU, whereby it is a 
priority objective for community institutions to have a set of common 
positions enabling the EU to speak with one voice in its dialogue with 
the rest of the international community.

The objective is preventing catastrophic climate change: staying 
below a global increase of 2ºC in the temperature.
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What changes does this policy seek to produce in 2020?

•	Electric plants and industries consuming a lot of energy must 
reduce their emissions by 21% in comparison with 2005.

•	In those sectors where there is no emissions trading, as in 
transport (except for air transport, where this will begin to apply in 
2012), agriculture, waste processing and domestic use, emissions 
must be reduced by 10% with respect to 2005.

•	At least 10% of transport fuel in all countries must be renewable 
(biofuels, hydrogen, “green” electricity, etc.). 

•	Impulse will be given to the safe use of geological carbon capture 
and storage technologies, which could achieve the elimination of 
the greater part of emissions coming from the fossil fuels used in 
industry and in electrical generation.

What benefits does this policy seek in 2020?

•	An important contribution to the fight against climate change.
•	To show an example that can contribute to a new world heritage on 

climate.
•	Greater security in energy storage.
•	Reduction of oil and gas imports by 50,000 million euro a year.
•	To create around a million jobs in the European renewable energy 

sector (as against the current 300,000 jobs).
•	Competitive advantages for Europe, thanks to significant 

innovations in the energy sector.
•	More employment in industries related to the environment.
•	Less atmospheric contamination, spelling out health benefits and 

decreased expenses in control measures. 

European Commitments on the International Level

Basic Conventions

1972 Report of the Club of Rome: “The Limits to Growth”

1972 First United Nations Conference on the Human Envi-
ronment in Stockholm

1987 Report of the World Commission on Environment and 
Development: “Our Common Future” (Brundtland 
Report)

1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Deve-
lopment, also known as the First Earth Summit, in Rio 
de Janeiro

2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johan-
nesburg 

2012 The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Deve-
lopment Río+20 will be held on 20th to 22nd June in 
Rio de Janeiro, commemorating the 20 years since the 
first Earth Summit.
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Specific Conventions on Climate Change

1988 The UNEP and the World Meteorological Organization 
(WMO) created the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC)

1997 The Kyoto Protocol, organized by the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

2006 Stern Review on the Economics of Climate Change.

2008 / 
2012

First commitment period: industrialised countries 
must reduce the greenhouse gases they generated in 
1990 by 5%.

2009 15th international Conference on Climate Change held 
in Copenhagen from 7th to 18th December 2009. Its 
goal was to prepare future targets to replace those of 
the Kyoto Protocol, which end in 2012.

2010 16th international Conference on Climate Change in 
the city of Cancun, Mexico, held from 29th November 
to 10th December 2010.
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2. 
What are 
the EU competences 
in the fields of 
energy and 
environment?

The competences in the area of energy and environment are shared 
between the EU and its Member States.

What are the fields in which the EU is competent?

EU competences in this policy focus on:
•	The development of alternative energy sources.
•	Energy savings.
•	The energy interconnections of all Member States.

What is the purpose of this policy?

To create a European energy market with sustainable content. 

What is the reference legislation and documentation in this area?

The following list underscores the most relevant:
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DIRECTIVES

Transport Directive 1999/62/EC, on the charging of heavy 
goods vehicles for the use of certain infrastructures.

Directive 2009/33/EC of 23 April 2009 on the 
promotion of clean energy-efficient road trans-
port vehicles.

Energy Market Directive 2002/91/ EC, on the energy perfor-
mance of buildings.

Directive 2003/54/EC, concerning common 
rules for the internal market in electricity.

Directive 2003/96/EC, restructuring the Com-
munity framework for the taxation of energy 
products and electricity.

Directive 2006/32/EC, on energy end-use effi-
ciency and energy services.

Directive 2009/28/EC, on the promotion of the 
use of energy from renewable sources. 

Environment Directive 92/43/EEC, on the conservation of 
natural habitats and of wild flora and fauna.

Governance Directive 2003/4/EC, on public access to envi-
ronmental information.

Directive 2003/35/EC, providing for public partici-
pation in respect of the drawing up of certain plans 
and programmes relating to the environment.

DECISIONS

Decision No 1600/2002/EC of the European Par-
liament and of the Council laying down the Sixth 
Community Environment Action Programme.

Decision 2003/796/CE of the Commission, on 
establishing the European Regulators Group for 
Electricity and Gas.

Decision 2009/548/CE of the Commission 
dated 30 June 2009, establishing a template for 
National Renewable Energy Action Plans under 
Directive 2009/28/EC of the European Parlia-
ment and of the Council.
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COMMUNICATIONS

Communication from the Commission dated 10 
January 2007, “Renewable Energy Road Map 
Renewable energies in the 21st century: building 
a more sustainable future” (COM (2006)848).

Communication from the Commission to the 
European Council and the European Parliament. 
An Energy Policy for Europe (COM(2007)1).

Communication from the Commission dated 
8 March 2000, on EU policies and measures 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions: Towards 
a European Climate Change Programme (ECCP) 
[COM (2000) 88 final].

Communication from the Commission dated 13 
November 2008, entitled “Energy Efficiency: deli-
vering the 20% target” (COM(2008)772).

RECOMMENDATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS

Council Resolution of 7 December 1998 on ener-
gy efficiency in the European Community.

Commission Recommendation of 30 May 2001, 
on the recognition, measurement and disclosure 
of environmental issues in the annual accounts 
and annual reports of companies.

To know more about the European legislation in force as regards energy, 
you may consult this page: http://ec.europa.eu/climateaction/key_docu-
ments/index_en.htm 

To know about the specific policies implemented by country as well as the 
initiatives of Member States on environmental issues, you may consult 
the Annual Environment Policy Review: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/
policyreview.htm
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What Directorates General prepare the energy and environment policy 
of the EU?

DG Environment
Responsible for environmental policy.

DG for Energy
Manages the energy sector.

DG for Mobility and Transport
Responsible for transport policies and infrastructures.

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL ENVIRONMENT

Objective

To protect, preserve and improve the environment for present and futu-
re generations through policies that ensure a high level of environmen-
tal protection throughout the EU and that preserve the quality of life of 
European citizens.

Priorities (6th EAP)
•	Climate change.
•	Nature.
•	Biodiversity.
•	Health and quality of life.
•	Material resources and waste.

Responsibilities
•	To initiate legislative processes by presenting proposals to the European 

Parliament and to the Council.
•	To coordinate consultation processes with stakeholders.
•	To ensure that the Member States correctly apply the environmental 

legislation of the EU. 
•	To represent the EU in environmental matters at summits and 

international meetings. 

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR ENERGY

Objective
•	To resolve fundamental energy challenges: climate change, the 

dependence of States on hydrocarbon importations, and diminished 
energy resources.

•	To instigate a new industrial revolution that may generate an economy 
of low energy consumption.

Priorities
•	Creation of a single competitive energy market for quality service at low prices.
•	Development of alternative energy sources.
•	Reduction of the dependency on imported fuel and energy consumption. 

Responsibilities
•	To initiate legislative processes by presenting proposals to the European 

Parliament and to the Council.
•	To coordinate consultation processes with stakeholders.
•	To ensure that the Member States correctly apply the European 

legislation in this field.
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DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR MOBILITY AND TRANSPORT 

Objective

•	To complete the development of the Single European Market, 
integrating all the different modes of transport.

•	To develop an agenda for innovation, promoting the development of 
sustainable transport technologies. 

Priorities
•	To promote integrated systems of traffic management and low carbon 

emission vehicles.
•	To develop the trans-European network of transport infrastructures as 

the core of a fast, sustainable, economic and safe multimodal transport 
system.

•	To promote and defend the political objectives and industrial interests 
of the EU as regards transport in the international context and with 
respect to its strategic partners.

Responsibilities
•	To ensure that the Member States correctly apply the European 

legislation in this field.
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What can 
an NGO do 
to influence 
this policy?

3. 

For the success of the energy and environment policy of the EU, a 
constructive collaboration on the part of all stakeholders is necessary: 
national, regional and local governments, companies, NGOs, 
universities, etc.

What can an NGO contribute to the process of decision-making in the 
field of environment and energy?

NGOs have a broad understanding of citizen concerns with regard 
to the environment. Their participation in political consultations and 
debates contributes to achieving a constructive balance between the 
interests of all social agents.

European NGOs make it possible to coordinate and manage the 
viewpoints of organizations and nationals in order to include them in 
the decision-making process of the EU. In the majority of cases, NGOs 
can contribute good practices, approaches and innovative methods 
that contribute toward building a more efficient and sustainable 
environmental policy.
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How can an NGO influence the decisions made by the 
European Commission in this area?

1 By participating in the thematic consultations that the 
Commission initiates through the Commission website

Examples:

1.	 In May 2011, consultation regarding the Integrated Coastal Zone 
Management was closed. All individuals and organizations who 
wished to contribute their opinion on the subject were able to 
participate in the consultation process. The results of the process 
may be seen on this website:  
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/iczm_hearing.htm 

2.	 In May 2009, the consultation “European Community Fifth 
National Communication: Stakeholder Engagement” was closed. 
This consultation was opened exclusively to organizations 
working in the framework of initiatives to combat climate change 
in the EU. The result of this consultation may be seen in this link: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/pdf/results_unfccc.xls

The official document was presented to the Secretariat of the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

2 By participating in EC community surveys

Example: In 2009, the EC initiated a community survey to ascertain 
citizen opinion on transgenic products. The consultation sought to 
determine up to what point legislation makes it possible to protect 
human health. The official website may be consulted to see the 
contributions made to the survey by country: 
http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/biotechnology/reports_studies/
contributions_en.htm

3 By participating in on-line consultations and debates

Example: In the forum, “Climate Change and Energy”, a user from 
Finland proposed the widespread use of the new communication 
technologies to save energy in Europe: in the large majority 
of cases, “in person” meetings can be substituted by “virtual” 
encounters. The contribution was translated into Spanish and 
generated very lively debate among various Spanish users. Some 
of them underscored that even NGOs operating in different regions 
or countries could use videoconferences to save energy. The forum 
can be accessed over the following URL: 
http://ec.europa.eu/archives/debateeurope/climate-change/
index_en.htm
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4 Participating in EC activities

Examples:

1.	 Every year at the end of May or the beginning of June, “European 
Green Week” is celebrated. The European Commission’s 
Representation in Spain organizes several awareness-raising 
activities ranging from experts conferences to children’s activities. 
The motto for Green Week 2011 ran: “Use less and live better”.

2.	 Another way of actively participating with the EC is to sign up 
with the register of interest representatives (Transparency 
Register) that is open to all entities engaging in “activities carried 
out with the objective of influencing the policy formulation and 
decision-making processes of the European institutions”. The 
register can be accessed over this URL: 
http://europa.eu/transparency-register/index_en.htm

3.	 In September 2009, the Spring Alliance organized a conference 
on “Putting Planet and People First: EU leadership for a social 
and green strategy post 2010”, which managed to invite key 
agents of organized civil society and of the EU such as José 
Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission, to 
debate the initiative of this platform. 
http://www.springalliance.eu/ 

5 Reporting practices that violate rights to the Commission

Example: In July 2009, following a complaint filed by Friends of 
the Earth Europe, the Commission suspended CEFIC, the principal 
Brussels-based chemical industry lobby group, from the lobby 
register for 8 weeks, upon ascertaining that its registry data were 
inaccurate. In subsequent communications, this NGO has requested 
its exclusion from future lobby events. http://www.foeeurope.org/
press/2009/Jul20_CEFIC_suspended_from_lobby_register.html 
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How can an NGO engage with the council?

1 By reacting to the decisions made by the Council through letters, 
manifestos, etc., bearing in mind that it is recommendable to 
form part of a network of NGOs representing the interests of a 
good number of NGOs in order for this to be effective

Examples:

1.	On 7 July 2011, Matthias Duwe, Director of Climate Action Network 
Europe, sent a letter to the Ministers of EU Member States 
responsible for the environment urging them to make an effort to 
have a second commitment period for the Kyoto Protocol ratified at 
their preparatory meeting for the Durban climate conference. 
http://www.climnet.org/index.php?option=com_
docman&task=doc_download&gid=1921&Itemid=2 

2.	In July 2009, the European Environmental Bureau sent a 
communiqué to the Swedish Presidency containing the “10 green 
tests”, an initiative begun in 1998 that puts all rotating European 
Union presidencies to the test.  
http://www.eeb.org/publication/2009/0907-TEN_TESTS_SWE_
FINAL.pdf

How can an NGO engage with the European Parliament?

1 By participating in the Citizens’ Agora, an initiative to build relations 
between the EP and European civil society and thus debate with 
citizens about questions figuring on the Parliament agenda

Example: In June 2008, through 500 of the most significant civil 
society organizations, the EP invited civil society to express itself 
freely and firmly on topics crucial to climate change and the role 
of the EU by presenting analyses, drafting proposals and, likewise, 
defining its role in the initiatives that should be carried out. On the 
EP website you will be able to see a video about the encounter: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/expert/
multimedia/20080609MLT31153/media_20080609MLT31153.mp3

2 By exercising the right of petition before the Parliament 

Example: Of the 1,655 petitions received in 2010, a total of 261 were 
sent from Spain, second only to Germany, which sent 409 petitions. 
The environment once again took the lead amongst the topics that 
provoked community citizens to present petitions to the chamber of 
European MPs last year, accounting for 12.2% of the total number of 
petitions received. To read more about the how the EP listens to its 
citizens, you can consult the EP website at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/00533cec74/
Petitions.html
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3 Through the citizens’ enquiry service unit: a unit that enables 
every citizen to get in touch with the EP to ask questions, 
request information or present proposals

Example: Spanish citizens actively addressed this institution in 
2007-2008 to formulate a great number of questions. 8 % of the 
e-mails sent showing people’s aversion to animal cruelty exemplifies 
some of the most recurrent topics. Nonetheless, the European 
Parliament has also responded to questions on the environment, 
the protection of natural spaces, atmospheric contamination or 
waste processing, and has explained the policy of the European 
Union on this matter. The complete report may be consulted at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/pdf/cour_citoy/FAQsbook.pdf

Does the EU have financial resources for environment NGOs?

The main financial instrument of the European Union for environment 
NGOs is the LIFE+ Programme. Key programme information is given 
below: 

Programme 
Name

LIFE+

Objectives The LIFE+ general objective is to contribute to the 
application, updating and development of commu-
nity policy and legislation as regards environment, 
including the integration of environment into 
other policies, thereby contributing to sustainable 
development. In particular, LIFE+ will support 
the application of the Sixth Environment Action 
Programme, including its thematic strategies, and 
finance European added-value measures and 
projects in the Member States.

Duration 2007–2013

Type of 
activities 
financed

Underscored below are two projects that may 
serve as a starting point:
Sample LIFE project - “Nature”: 
“Recovery of the Iberian Lynx in Andalusia”
Awarded one of the five best projects in the field 
of “Nature and Biodiversity” initiatives of the pro-
gramme for the period 2007-2008.
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Type of 
activities 
financed

To improve the habitat, increase the availability of 
prey and reduce the unnatural mortality of the lynx 
populations of Doñana and the Sierra Morena.
Results: 
The project managed to increase the Iberian Lynx 
population of Andalusia by 49%.
Sample LIFE project - Environment: 
“Pirineu viu” [Living Pyrenees]
This project won the first prize among Local Sus-
tainability Initiatives promoted by the Catalonian 
Generalitat.
Objectives: 
To encourage municipalities towards sustainable 
and multifunctional forest management in El 
Pallars, in the province of Lleida.
Results: 
This managed to arrest the reduction of vulne-
rable forest cover in the region by implicating all 
interested parties in a strategy that linked forest 
conservation and sustainable tourism. A catalogue 
of natural reserve sponsors was published and 
the tourism potential of the area was reinforced 
through the creation of seven educational routes 
through the forest.

Department  
or agency 
responsible for 
programme 
management

On the community level:
DG Environment
Nationwide:
Ministry of Environment, Rural and Marine Affairs

Frequency 
of calls for 
application

Yearly

Website http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/
lifeplus.htm 

After years of experience and project evaluation, the Commission has 
identified a series of Good Practices that tend to improve the definition, 
implementation and dissemination of the projects it finances. 

With regard to project objectives, some suggested good practices are:
•	Technological innovation.
•	New ways of making use of natural resources.
•	New working methods.
•	New instruments or manners of collaboration among interest groups.

What matters is to generate positive results for the environment 
and, in the ideal case, for the economy and the entire society. 



Where can 
I find more 
information?
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Source of information Website

DG Environment http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/environment/
index_en.htm 

DG for Energy http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/energy/in-
dex_en.htm 

DG for Agriculture and 
Rural Development 

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/clima-
te_change/index_en.htm 

DG for Mobility and 
Transport 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/transport/
index_en.htm 

EP Committee on the 
Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/com-
parl/envi/default_en.htm# 

Landmark initiatives of 
Europe 2020 for 
sustainable development 

http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/prio-
rities/sustainable-growth/index_en.htm 

European Environment 
Agency http://www.eea.europa.eu/

European Commission - 
Climate Action 

http://ec.europa.eu/climateaction/
index_en.htm

Strategic Energy Review 
and measures relating 
to energy efficiency 

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/strate-
gies/2008/2008_11_ser2_en.htm 

LIFE+ Programme for 
environment and nature 
conservation projects 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/
index.htm 

European Portal on Sus-
tainable Development 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/sd/in-
dex_en.cfm 

European Portal: “You 
control climate change” 
for youth

http://ec.europa.eu/clima/sites/cam-
paign/index_en.htm 

Europe Direct-Fundación 
Luis Vives (ES)

http://www.fundacionluisvives.org/
temas/europe_direct/ 

(ES): Information available only in Spanish
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